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Freedom of movement and protection for Roma from Ukraine!

Not all Roma leave Ukraine and not all are victims of discriminatory treatment. But reports of
discrimination against Romnja* at the borders are increasing. They are not taken in cars, bus
companies turn them away. In the places of arrival they are separated from the "white" 
Ukrainians for unknown reasons. There are also difficulties in the places of arrival in 
Germany. 

Large spaces are needed

Most of the refugees are women and children, with young people and sometimes relatives in 
need of care. They had to separate from their husbands of "military age" and do not want to 
split up further. In addition to the war traumas they suffered, they report massive 
discrimination and insults along the escape routes to the West.

Ukrainian Roma are descendants of survivors and victims of persecution and extermination 
during National Socialism. We would like Germany in particular to provide funds and offer 
protection now.

Many Romnja speak Romanes, Ukrainian or Russian, but not the languages of the countries 
to which they flee. Some cannot read, and if they can, they know only Cyrillic characters. 
The whole situation is extremely unsettling and threatening. Family members and friends, 
who support each other, do not want to separate in this situation and would like to stay 
together, also to be accommodated together. That is why there is a need for larger 
accommodation facilities where people can be housed together. 

Racism affects Roma also now

The structural discrimination that unfortunately existed also before the war includes the fact 
that many Roma in Ukraine are undocumented and have no passports. Of the estimated 
400,000 Roma living in Ukraine, about 20 percent, or tens of thousands of people, have no 
papers. Others have lost their documents in the course of fleeing. For all these people, it is 
significantly more difficult to cross the borders and reach safety from the war. 

This particularly vulnerable group has so far not been included at all in the groups of people 
who can officially receive protection in the countries of the European Union in the current 
situation.

They may or must fight even without papers, but fleeing is a problem. There are reports that 
the Ukrainian border guards do not allow paperless Roma to cross the EU borders. Therefore,
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they have to cross the border into the Moldavian Republic. There, the white Ukrainian 
refugees are housed separately from the Roma refugees. European Roma Rights Centre 
(ERRC) human rights activist Jonathan Lee calls this practice segregation and also criticizes 
the very desolate accommodations on the ground.

No members of the majority society from Ukraine were found in these specially segregated 
centers. The ERRC obtained an overview on the ground and found that the authorities in 
Moldova are transporting hundreds of refugee Romnja from Ukraine to the Romanian border.
The Romnja are not informed about how the immigration process works and are often turned 
back at the border because they do not have the right documents or no documents at all.

Equal rights and opportunities for all refugees!

According to Al Jazeera news channel, the authorities in Moldova are being pressured to 
draw up a redistribution plan for fleeing Roma that does not require them to produce any 
documents. The channel does not report by whom they are being pressured. Moldovan MP 
Dorian Istratii, coordinates work at the Manej refugee center. He says the Moldovan 
government is working to persuade the Romanian government to take in fleeing 
undocumented Roma from Ukraine so they can be granted asylum there. Under EU law, 
however, this would mean that they would then have to stay there. This would be a clear 
discrimination of the undocumented, since all other Ukrainians can currently choose their 
place of stay in Europe. 

Permanent right to stay also after the war

We know from the wars in Yugoslavia that many of the Roma who fled at that time are still 
only tolerated („Duldung“) in Germany or other countries 30 years later and are still being 
deported. A repetition of this history must be avoided. However, the current treatment of the 
paperless Romnja from Ukraine gives reason to fear this.

We know from experience that in 1999 there was ethnic cleansing against Roma in Kosovo 
after NATO operations. Due to war and expulsion, people lost their property. After the war 
ended, they could not return to their old lives. There are already large numbers of Roma in 
the diaspora in Europe who can never go back.

The arming of the Ukrainian armed forces, but also of paramilitary fighters and, of course, 
neo-Nazis, will not be reversed so quickly in the coming years, even if the war is over. It is to
be feared that members of minorities such as Roma will become defenseless in an extremely 
armed society. The riots against Roma in 2018, for example, raise fears of the worst.

The situation is also potentially dangerous for other people belonging to minorities. We fear 
for these people. For us, this means that we are already advocating for those affected by 
racism, anti-Semitism, sexism and homophobia to be granted permanent secure rights to stay.

We need:
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 A reception program for undocumented Roma in Western European countries (as well
as transportation from the Ukrainian borders and shelters on the escape routes). Roma 
must be able to choose the destination of their flight just like all other Ukrainians.

 This includes the consideration of Romnja and Roma - especially without documents -
from Ukraine in the direct admission of refugees from Moldova, which has already 
been announced by the German Foreign Minister Baerbock.

 The immediate stop of all deportations to Ukraine's neighboring countries (Belarus, 
Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, Moldova, Russia).

 Provision of places where groups of 10-20 people can be housed together. Suitable 
vacant state buildings, hotels, youth hostels or similar should be freed for this 
purpose.

 We urgently need funds to establish support structures - for example, (psychological) 
telephone counseling (Romanes/ Ukrainian/ Russian). Counseling about registration 
possibilities and the registration of paperless persons, support in cases of experienced 
discrimination, networking offers, discrimination- and language-sensitive counceling 
for Roma refugees, coordination of accommodation offers and search.

* * *

* In this text we write predominantly "Romnja", because mostly women are on the run.

Signatories  :  

Bundes Roma Verband e.V. • Roma Center e.V./ Roma Antidiscrimination Network • Romani
Phen e.V. • Romani Kafava Wilhelmsburg e.V. • Gruppe gegen Antiromaismus • Wakti 
Romano e.V.

Arbeitslosenselbsthilfe Oldenburg e.V. (ALSO e.V.) • Amadeu Antonio Stiftung • Amaro 
Foro e.V. •Anlaufstelle / Netzwerk Pro Sinti & Roma • Arbeitskreis Asyl Cuxhaven e. V. • 
ARRiVATi –Community Care • Balkanbiro e.V. • Bellevue di Monaco • BLACK 
COMMUNITY Hamburg • BLACK COMMUNITY Coalition For Justice & Self-Defence • 
Bezirksverband Neukölln der Partei DIE LINKE • Bildung in Widerspruch e.V. • Bündnis der
Roma Organisationen – B.R.O. • Bildungswerk für Friedensarbeit e.V. Berlin • 
Entwicklungspolitisches Informationszentrum Göttingen (EPIZ) • EsCULcA – Observatorio 
para a defensa dos dereitos e liberdades, Galiza • european playwork association • 
Flüchtlingsrat Baden-Württemberg e.V. • Flüchtlingsrat Brandenburg • Flüchtlingsrat Bremen
• Flüchtlingsrat Hamburg e.V. • Flüchtlingsrat Niedersachsen e.V. • Flüchtlingsrat RLP e.V. • 
Flüchtlingsrat Schleswig-Holstein e.V. • Flüchtlingsrat Sachsen e.V. • Flüchtlingsrat 
Thüringen e.V. • Forschungsgesellschaft Flucht & Migration e.V. • Förderverein Roma e.V. • 
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human-aid-collective e.V. • Institut für angewandte Kulturforschung e.V. (ifak) • Institut für 
Berufsbildung und Sozialmanagement (IBS) gemeinnützige GmbH • Internationaler Kultur 
und Sport Verein der Roma Carmen e.V. • KLIK e.V., Berlin, Wohnungslosen- & Jugendhilfe 
• die kommunistische songgruppe die anticapitalistas • Komitee für Grundrechte und 
Demokratie e.V. • Medibüro Berlin – Netzwerk für das Recht auf Gesundheitsversorgung 
aller Migrant*innen • Medinetz Halle (Saale) e.V. • Mülheimer Flüchtlingsrat e.V. • gesamtes 
Team des Projektes Meilenstein der Nds. Beratungsstelle für Sinti und Roma e.V. • 
Nachbarschaftsheim Neukölln • Netzwerk für traumatisierte Flüchtlinge in Niedersachsen 
(NTFN e.V.) • Paritätischer Wohlfahrtsverband, Landesverband Nordrhein-Westfalen e.V. • 
Philharmonischer Verein der Sinti und Roma Frankfurt am Main e.V. • people4people e.V. • 
Poliklinik Hamburg Veddel • PRO ASYL • PSZ Düsseldorf e.V. • Queer Roma • Rat für 
Migration • Refugio e.V./ Café Zuflucht, Aachen • Romanes-Arbeit Marburg e.V. • Romano 
kongreso Odesako chakreste (Odessa regionaler Roma-Kongress) • RomaRespekt • save 
space e.V. • Seebrücke Niedersachsen • Seebrücke Lüneburg • 1. Sinti-Verein Ostfriesland 
e.V. • Stiftung Denkmal für die ermordeten Juden Europas • Stiftung Zusammen_Wachsen • 
trotz alledem! – Kommunistische Zeitschrift • U.R.Y.D. Union des Roms de l’Ex Yougoslavie
en Diaspora / Association Fleuve Ibar • Verein Zuflucht – Ökumenische Ausländerarbeit e.V. 
• Verband Deutscher Sinti und Roma – Landesverband Hessen • VVN/BdA kreisvereinigung 
oldenburg/ friesland • VVN-BdA Friedrichshain-Kreuzberg • Volkshilfe Flüchtlings- und 
MigrantInnenbetreuung, Amari Buki • Virtuelles Denkmal „Gerechte der Pflege“Wir 
packen’s an e.V. – Nothilfe für Geflüchtete • with WINGS and ROOTS • Zentrale Bildungs- 
und Beratungsstelle für Migrant*innen e.V. (ZBBS)

Asylpfarramt der Evangelischen Landeskirche in Württemberg, Pfarrer Joachim Schlecht • 
marita blessing, dipl.-psychologin • Gerd Büntzly • Ann Margreth Date G29 Amnesty/Malmo
• Peter Forrest • Esther Heling-Hitzemann, Vorsitzende der Gesellschaft für christlich-
jüdische Zusammenarbeit in Göttingen (GCJZ Göttingen e.V.) • Friedrich Wilhelm Höper • 
Ernst-Ludwig Iskenius • Susanna Kahlefeld, Fraktion Bündnis 90/Die Grünen • Dr. Anne 
Kossatz, Pastorale Mitarbeiterin Pfarrei St. Marien, Bad Homburg, Friedrichsdorf • Gabriele 
Lang, Riedlingen • Jutta Meier-Wiedenbach • Arnold Neugebohrn, Mitglied für Die Linke im 
Gemeinderat Schwanewede, Vorsitzender der Gruppe FDP/Die Linke • John O • Grattan 
Puxon, Democratic Transition • Niko Rergo, Vorsitzender Romano kongreso Odesako 
chakreste (Odessa regionaler Roma-Kongress) • Beate Schädler • Dr. Linda Supik, 
Soziologin, Goethe Universität, Frankfurt am Main • Okan Uludasdemir • Esma Veselovski 
from a Romani women group Romane domacice • Eva Weber
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